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MEREDITH IS STATE’S FIRST TRAINED ESTATE ORGANIZER


In the past, “getting one’s affairs in order” had a distinctly negative connotation and was a procedure most people put off until absolutely necessary.  Over time, however, attitudes have changed, and most Americans have come to recognize the wisdom of “planning ahead,” typically with the assistance of an attorney and/or estate planner.


Nevertheless, estate planning can be time-consuming and often costly – another deterrent to those with hectic schedules or on limited budgets.  Enter Kimberly Meredith, Missouri’s first Trained Estate Organizer.


“Estate organization is a comprehensive new service, developed to make it easy and cost-effective for clients to become more proactive in preparing for the inevitable or the unexpected,” Meredith explained.  “In today’s busy world, we all have to organize our workday, our budgets, our children’s schedules, our vacations – even our closets!  But would your loved ones know what to do if you were suddenly out of the picture due to death or incapacitation?”

Meredith emphasizes that estate organization is not a substitute for legal services, instead, an adjunct that provides clear-cut information for the client’s attorney, CPA, and other professional advisors; addresses issues not usually associated with a will or trust; minimizes legal fees; and significantly reduces the stress level for clients’ executors and family members in times of crisis.

The estate organization process is simple.  Meredith furnishes her clients with a pre-programmed CD-ROM or guidebook/manual and spends an average of four or five hours assisting the client to assemble and itemize vital information.  

Meredith’s fees are determined on an hourly basis and the CD or manual, purchased for $90, remains the client’s property and can subsequently be updated and modified by the individual as often as desired.
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Among the money-saving aspects of the system, clients who have not yet arranged for a will or trust have all the essential information at their fingertips before meeting with an attorney Those who have already prepared these legal documents can accumulate minor changes and

submit them to the attorney at one time.

Recorded data includes everything from the most basic facts (Social Security number, bank and safe deposit box locations, and medical, legal, financial, and insurance contacts, etcetera) to the client’s medication schedules and advanced healthcare directives; children’s pediatricians, daycare facilities, and daily routines; household information; cell phone numbers, passwords, and codes for retrieval of messages; veterinarians and pets’ special needs; funeral and mortuary instructions; and dispersal of personal items.

Meredith adds that the system makes no financial disclosures, and the purpose of estate organization is to create a document that establishes the client’s wishes in writing, is easily modifiable, provides conservators and survivors with immediate access to essential information, and avoids confusion and conflict regarding entitlements.  

“In just a matter of hours, you can have peace of mind, knowing that you’ve made arrangements for all the things that are important to you,” she stated.  In the event of death, Meredith offers additional services that include photographing and categorizing personal property in preparation for sale, rental, or disposal.
Meredith, a Golden Circle member of the National Association of Professional Organizers, is offering estate organizing classes during the month of August.  She welcomes inquiries regarding estate and other organizing services at 314-229-3798.  More details are available online, www.simplifyourlife.org 
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